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WOW! The 3rd Annual Al Knudsen Memorial Golf Tournament was a huge success! 90 
some golfers enjoyed a great time at Beaver Creek Golf Course. And the KML was the 
recipient of proceeds! KML Board member, Bob Syroka, and also KML's representative on 
the planning committee, presented board president Jan Burch and treasurer Bob Mitchell 



 

with the BIG CHECK for $35,200! 
THANKS TO ALL for making this such a great event! 

 

  

 

Al Knudsen Golf Tourney is Big Success 

 

Some 90 golfers teed off at Beaver Creek Golf Course in Grimes on June 21 for the Third 
Annual Event.  After 18 holes, golfers met for lunch and shared in the camaraderie as 
many shared memories of Al, not only as a golfer, but as a friend to many kids, especially 
those who play in the Kiwanis Miracle League.  Nick Showman, former KML player, 
reminisced about his association with Al, bringing tears to many eyes.  When all was said 
and done, net proceeds were: 

$35,200 
Many thanks to the “Boone Boys” for all their work in pulling this off plus the KML 
Committee consisting of Bob Syroyka (our unofficial chair), Thom Wierenga, Tom Pflanz, 
Ron Peterson, Bob Mitchell, Jan Burch, and Allie Muller-Heit.  

 



 

 

 

DMPD/FD Night 

 

Once again, we had a wonderful time with the Des Moines Police and Fire Departments at 
our annual “All Star” night.  With 40-50 players and at least 50 police and fire serving as 
buddies, we had some great hits and even greater memories.  THANKS, DMPD and DMFD! 

 



 

 

 

The Pella HS Girls Softball team was one of many groups that volunteered with us this 
spring.  Thanks to coach Katie Benowetz and ALL of the area coaches that make this 
experience a possibility for their teams!  Our players love 'em!  

 

Saluting Our Volunteer Buddies 

For our spring season, we were blessed with a number of not only individuals, but 
groups/teams that volunteered as buddies for our players.  Since the buddies are such an 
integral part of our baseball experience, it’s HATS OFF to all.  Here are some of our spring 
groups/teams: 
 
SE Polk HS Girls Softball Team 
Dowling Catholic HS Boys Varsity Baseball Team 
Dowling Catholic HS Boys Sophomore Baseball Team 
Dowling Catholic HS Boys Freshman Baseball Team 
Norwalk HS Girls Softball Team 
DSM Parrot Heads 
Iowa AG Human Services 
New Life Lutheran Church 



 

Urbandale HS Girls Softball Team 
Valley HS Boys Baseball Team 
Indianola HS Girls Softball Team 
Wells Fargo Retail Services 
DM Capitols Hockey Team 
Johnston HS Girls Softball Team 
Sogeti 
Elite Eye Care 
Plymouth Church Women’s WAG  
Pella HS Girls Softball Team 
Mercy OR Nurses 
Nike Team (outlet mall store) 
Pena’s Boxing 
Holmes-Murphy 
SE Polk HS Kiwanis Key Club 
Musco Lighting 
Stateside Peoples Abstract Co. 
Des Moines Vineyard Church 
ZaGaZig Shrine Clowns 

 

 

 

Before... 

 

and after! 

 

Ball Park Improvements 

Our summer break has been and continues to be a very busy time at our 
ballpark.  Facilities co-chairs, Bob Syroyka and Bob Mitchell, have been guiding the 
process of concrete floor coatings in all three restrooms, removing/replacing many 
concrete slabs, installing new LED ground lights around our sculpture piece/statue, 



 

various painting projects, and a whole host of other projects.  Bob S has single-handedly 
installed three new metal gazebos for our player check-in, volunteer check-in, and 
merchandise sales.  Thanks to all who have volunteered to help on various projects! 

 

 

See Our New Check-in Tents! 

 



 

 

 

And Thanks to Our Concession Volunteers 

 

Can’t have a ballpark without concessions, right?  And we’ve got a great group bringing 
you those scrumptious walking tacos, hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks, candy, and, of 
course, popcorn!  Popcorn that is still only 50 cents a bag—best buy in town! 
 
Concession managers, Bill Keck, Carol Towner, Thom Wierenga, and Rachel McCann 
make sure that we have plenty on hand, but that also we are compliance with State of 
Iowa health and safety regulations.  And, of course, thanks to the many volunteers (both 
individual and groups) that make this all happen on games days: 
 
Indianola Kiwanis Club 
ABWA 
Polk City Kiwanis Club 
Des Moines Golden K Kiwanis Club 
Knights of Columbus/Christ the King 
Faith Lutheran Church 
Windsor Methodist Church 
West Des Moines Kiwanis Club 
SE Polk Kiwanis Club 
West Bank 
Johnston Kiwanis Club 
Danish Brotherhood #15 



 

 

YOUTH TEAMS... 

~ 

 

Athletics 

 

 

 

Coached by  Jennifer Anderson, Bob Anderson, and Laura Schurz 

 

 

 

Brewers 



 

 

 

Coached by:  Will Sales, Amy DeCastro, and Cody Devereaux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cardinals 



 

 

 

Coached by Taylor Wells, Jason Parkin, Keri and Roland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cubs 



 

 

 

Coached by Luke Bowers, Courtney Ubben, and Megan Fandrich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dodgers 



 

 

 

Coached by Cheri Brichetto, Nick Nalevanko, and Roxy Wheeler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlins 



 

 

 

Coached by Shawn Corkrean, Hannah Corkrean, and Alisa Holmbeck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mets 



 

 

 

Coached by Drew Engebrecht, Michelle Wall, and Scott Decker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orioles 



 

 

 

Coached by Ryan Newton, Griffin Trout, and Jordan Trout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Sox 



 

 

 

Coached by Robin Kadner and Kim Burch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royals 



 

 

 

Coached by Lisa Livingston, Tami Riley, and Christopher Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Sox 



 

 

 

Coached by Kyle Schuman, Angie Schuman, Tim Askland, and Sue Askland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yankees 



 

 

 

Coached by Al Bjork and Julie Hubbard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT TEAMS... 

~ 



 

Blue Jays 

 

 

 

Coached by JoLynn Fetters, LeAnna Byers, and Cedric Stines 

 

 

 

 

 

Nationals 



 

 

 

Coached by Mike Anthony and Malinda “Mac” McCauley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pirates 



 

 

 

Coached by Dillon Crawley, Emery Wheeler, and Emily Gutknecht 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tigers 



 

 

 

Coached by Mike Schneider, Mike Dolmage, and Ann Mortimer 

 

Calendar of Events 

August 15            KML Board of Directors Meeting 
August 24            Fall Season Opens 
August 30           Vision Financial Golf Tourney  
August 31            KML Games 
September 7      KML Games 
September 14    KML Games 
September 19    KML Board of Directors Meeting 
September 21    KML Games 
September 28    KML Games 
October 5            Last Day of Fall Season 
October 11         Halloween/Trophy/Pizza Party 



 

October 17         KML Board of Directors Meeting 
October 31         Happy Halloween! 

 

 

 

 

      KML NEWS!       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

https://twitter.com/kiwanismiracle
https://www.facebook.com/KiwanisMiracleLeague/
http://kiwanismiracleleague.org/

